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ScXlpWor JoVephine DXrkin haV man\ WalenWV. She can manipXlaWe jXVW aboXW an\ maWerial ² albeiW mechanical, YiVcoXV, cragg\, or We[WXred ² inWo

proYocaWiYe form. YearV ago, before becoming a profeVVional VcXlpWor, Vhe pla\ed one of Whe moVW difÀcXlW inVWrXmenWV in Whe V\mphonic reperWoire:

Whe oboe. ConfronWed earl\ on aV an XndergradXaWe aW Virginia CommonZealWh UniYerViW\ b\ Whe choice of ´WZo VWXdioV,µ life aV a claVVical mXVician

or faVhioner of form, Vhe choVe Whe laWWer. RaWher Whan aWWending an arW Vchool, DXrkin ZenW onWo Yale UniYerViW\ for gradXaWe Vchool becaXVe iW offered

Whe poVVibiliW\ of e[perimenWaWion in oWher ÀeldV be\ond Whe Àne arWV, VXch aV mXVic and engineering.

AfWer earning an MFA in ScXlpWXre Where in 2005, DXrkin came Wo Te[aV for Whe poViWion of ProfeVVor of ArW aW Te[aV A&M, Commerce. WiWh a

penchanW for VolYing problemV, machineV, and engineering, her arWZork iV d\namic and proceVV orienWed. SWriking a feedback loop ZiWh Whe YieZer, iW

moYeV and iV moYing, liWerall\ ZiWh Whe kineWic ferYor of hidden moWorV and meWaphoricall\ aV her abVWracW paVWel-colored VhapeV pXll ZiVWfXlneVV and
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cool rXminaWion from obVerYerV. She WinkerV ZiWh aXWomobile engineV, and haV a parWicXlar

penchanW for Whe VolkVZagen Karmann Ghia. Her XnfeWWered peW adYocac\ VpreadV acroVV all

parWV of her life, fXeling her imaginaWion in Whe ZorkVhop and meWhodV in Weaching.

ReVcXing and foVWering caWV and dogV iV noW Vimpl\ VomeWhing Vhe doeV in Vpare Wime. IW iV

parW of DXrkin·V holiVWic life-Zork²pla\ eWhic.

She iV energi]ed, eYen gidd\ aboXW Weaching a VWXdio arW coXrVe on ´empaWh\µ WhiV coming

fall aW Whe XniYerViW\, Zhere Vhe earned WenXre in 2012. She iV cXrrenWl\ repreVenWed b\ Erin

ClXle\ Galler\ in DallaV.

DXrkin haV anoWher Vkill: a WalenW for Whe compreVVion of Wime. She haV amaVVed all of WheVe

VXcceVVeV b\ Whe \oXng age of 35. A+C conWribXWor ChariVVa TerranoYa YiViWed DXrkin aW her

VWXdio locaWed in a beaXWifXl crafWVman bXngaloZ bXilW in 1916 in GreenYille, Te[aV aV Vhe

prepared for an Xpcoming Volo VhoZ aW DallaV·  Zhich rXnV Ma\ 9-JXne

6.

UlWimaWel\, in college, I had Wo decide Zhich VWXdio I ZanWed Wo focXV on ² Whe arW VWXdio or Whe mXVic VWXdio.¬ AfWer Waking a 3D DeVign claVV, I ZaV

hooked on Whe kind of concepWXal and mechanical problem VolYing, aV Zell aV inYenWiYeneVV WhaW ZaV needed Wo compleWe each aVVignmenW.¬ I When

VZiWched m\ major Wo Whe YiVXal arWV, and, Xpon learning jXVW hoZ Áe[ible, ÁXid, d\namic, and all-encompaVVing VcXlpWXre iV and can be, iW made VenVe

for me Wo VWXd\ VcXlpWXre.¬ ThiV Za\, I coXld inclXde XVe an\Whing aV a maWerial or elemenW in m\ Zork ² inclXding VoXnd, mXVic performance, and/or

inVWrXmenW making.¬ I coXld pla\ Whe oboe in Whe criWiqXe room or galler\, and WhaW coXld be Whe Zork. I coXld make m\ oZn inVWrXmenWV or YieZer-

baVed V\VWemV WhaW creaWed VoXnd.¬ SoXnd, mXVic, VXbjecW, mediXm, formaW, objecW, inVWallaWion are limiWleVV Xnder WhiV enormoXV Xmbrella called

VcXlpWXre. YoX can XVe painWing, phoWograph\ ² ZhaWeYer iV needed in Whe Zork.

An\Whing can inÁXence ideaV and arW making, inclXding \oXr VXrroXndingV and WhoVe Zho

\oX VXrroXnd \oXrVelf ZiWh.¬ AnimalV, and caring for Whem, are a big parW of m\ life.¬ I haYe

caWV in m\ home, and WZo indoor/oXWdoor dogV, ZhoVe bedV are in m\ ZoodVhop.¬ BoWh Whe

caWV and dogV are XVXall\ Yer\ qXieW and calm, and are greaW compan\ Zho alloZ me Wo

Whink.

RecenWl\, I had VWXdenWV Weam Xp and reVearch dog behaYior and preferenceV, aV Whe\ relaWe

Wo VoXnd, color, Vcale, ZeighW and WoXch of dog Wo\V.¬ Then Whe\ had Wo creaWe Wo\V WhaW

doXbled aV WreaW conWainerV ² Vo dogV ZoXld haYe Wo Zork, pla\ ² eVVenWiall\, hXnW, Wo geW

Wheir WreaWV. The goal ZaV Wo deVign and make a Wo\ WhaW VaWiVÀed Wheir naWXral pre\ driYe,

proYided Whem ZiWh ph\Vical and menWal e[erciVe, Zhich ZoXld make Whem happier and more rela[ed.¬ UlWimaWel\, I ZanWed Wo make Whe VWXdenWV care

and appreciaWe animalV Zhile deYeloping Wheir deVign and conVWrXcWion VkillV. B\ WXrning m\ reVcXed dog Roger inWo Wheir clienW ZhoVe life Whe\ coXld

make beWWer, Whe\ engaged ZiWh and cared aboXW Roger. The\ deYeloped a greaWer appreciaWion of all animalV and Wheir indiYidXal needV. B\ helping

animalV or Whe enYironmenW WhroXgh reVearch and inYenWion, Ze can learn Whe imporWance, and poViWiYe impacW, of being kind Wo all beingV ² hXmanV

inclXded.
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Teaching empaWh\ WhroXgh deVign iV of greaW inWereVW Wo me, and I am cXrrenWl\ Zorking on a propoVal Wo Weach an inWerdiVciplinar\ claVV Wo do WhiV aW

Te[aV A&M UniYerViW\ ² Commerce. Similar Wo Whe dog Wo\ aVVignmenW ² Whe EmpaWh\ claVV Zill Zork WogeWher Wo help VolYe real-Zorld problemV and

improYe Whe liYeV, enYironmenWV and commXniWieV WhroXgh reVearch and deVign. On a global perVpecWiYe ² WhiV iV conViVWenW ZiWh projecWV WhaW haYe

VWarWed in oWher parWV of Whe Zorld.¬ CaW cafeV Zhere cXVWomerV geW Wo feed and Vociali]e ZiWh adopWable, reVcXed caWV Zhile enjo\ing Wheir coffee or Wea,

priVonV WhaW doXble aV animal VhelWerV Zhere once homeleVV dogV are paired ZiWh inmaWeV Wo help rehabiliWaWe each oWher, DIY, relaWiYel\ loZ-coVW dog

dog carW bXildV ZiWh Vhared deVignV Wo proYide improYed mobiliW\ and comforW for handicapped dogV ² VXch aV Jerr\ WeVW·V RROOiQg DRg PURMecW  ² and

caW librarieV Zhere people ² children and adXlWV ²learn Wo read, b\ reading aloXd Wo jXdgmenW-free, reVcXed VhelWer caWV, Zho doXble aV kind, liVWening

and reading companionV. HXmanV help animalV.¬ AnimalV help hXmanV.¬ The Vame iV WrXe ZiWh Whe enYironmenW.

Some of Whe Zork I·Ye made inclXdeV kineWic and/or inWeracWiYe objecWV and inVWallaWionV. I·Ye bXilW mechanical V\VWemV WhaW alloZ for moYemenW in Whe

Zork. PieceV of Worn paper haYe moYed Wo look like Á\ing birdV, perVonal WheaWer bo[eV haYe anWhropomorphi]ed blockV of fabric WhaW moYe Xp and

doZn, againVW each oWher, from Vide Wo Vide, pencil VharpenerV haYe become Whe inVWrXmenWV for VoXnd and oWher WhingV, WhaW are eiWher familiar or

iniWiaWed from Whe familiar Wake on moYemenW WhaW VXggeVWV VpeciÀc moYemenWV and inWeracWionV of animalV and hXmanV. TheVe VcXlpWXreV can make

Whe YieZer more aZare of Wheir oZn geVWXreV, emoWionV and concernV, Zhile Whe\ fXncWion aV hXman or animal VXrrogaWeV.

I greZ Xp in a large hoXVe ZiWh mXlWiple caWV and dogV ² and can·W imagine noW haYing Whem in m\ life and in m\ home. The\ are highl\ inWelligenW

beingV ² Yer\ Vimilar Wo hXmanV ZiWh emoWionV and feelingV, bXW in a differenW ph\Vical formaW. The\ proYide a cerWain calm, poViWiYe and alZa\V

inWereVWing preVence in m\ life, and I learned aboXW Wheir needV, langXage and Whe imporWance of reVcXing and geWWing Whem À[ed aW an earl\ age. I

VWarWed Wo learn hoZ Wo VeZ and make paWWernV Zhen I ZaV foXr ² becaXVe I ZanWed Wo make cloWhing for m\ caW. I learned aboXW Vpace and

conVWrXcWion, and hoZ Wo¬ deVign ZiWh Wheir behaYioral paWWernV ² preferenceV and inVWincWV ² in mind, Zhen I made hoXVeV for Whem oXW of cardboard.¬

There Zere mXlWiple ÁoorV WhaW Whe\ coXld naYigaWe WhroXgh ² like caW condoV ZiWh cXWoXWV for ZindoZV.¬ There Zere cXrWainV and ÁaVhlighWV Vo I

coXld adjXVW Whe lighWing. An inWereVW in VomeWhing, ZhaWeYer iW iV, ofWen fXelV Whe learning of neZ WoolV, VkillVeWV, and Whe need Wo fXrWher e[plore Whe

inWereVW, and oWher, relaWing inWereVWV.¬ I ZanWed Wo learn aboXW m\ companionV, Zho jXVW happened Wo haYe foXr legV and be of a Vmaller Vcale. I do noW

belieYe Whe\ are inferior in an\ Za\, and, aV Wheir friend, adYocaWe, and famil\ member, I ZanWed Wo make Wheir liYeV beWWer.¬ ThiV haV noW changed. In

doing Vo, I learn, Weach and parWicipaWe in difference WhingV along Whe Za\. ThiV haV noW changed. WhaW do \oX ZanW Wo do?¬ WhaW iV Whe goal?¬ WhaW do

\oX ZanW Wo learn aboXW? WhaW do \oX ZanW Wo bXild or make happen? The approach Wo reVearch, qXeVWioning and Whe deVire Wo make change in Whe

claVVroom or commXniW\, iV Whe Vame aV iW relaWeV Wo arW making: Learning b\ doing. GeWWing or making WhingV beWWer WhroXgh inYeVWigaWion, Wrial and

error.

All of Whe Zork iV neZ, and Zill inclXde plaVWic, caVW VcXlpWXreV, kineWic VcXlpWXre, VeZn collageV and inVWallaWion. All of Whe Zork VWarWed ZiWh eiWher

phoWographing or caVWing VWXdio reVidXe ² Whe VWXff lefW oYer from making oWher Zork ² Wo creaWe imager\ and objecWV WhaW reVXlW in VeZn collageV or

caVW VcXlpWXreV. I am inWereVWed in Whe merging of realiVm and abVWracWion along ZiWh making Zork WhaW pairV aXWhenWiciW\ ZiWh reprodXcWion Zhile

eleYaWing Whe VWaWXV of ZhaW ZoXld haYe been diVcarded maWerial.

I Vee imager\, objecWV and inVWallaWionV becoming boWh more abVWracW and anWhropomorphic. We·ll Vee!
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ChaUiVVa N. TeUUanoYa iV a fUeelance cUiWic and cXUaWoU. She iV Whe aXWhoU of AXWomoWiYe
PUoVWheWic: Technological MediaWion and Whe CaU in ConcepWXal AUW (UniYeUViW\ of Te[aV
PUeVV, JanXaU\ 2014).
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